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Glasgow 4th October 2005
For more information or to arrange a photo call please contact:

David Newbigging

Marketing Officer

Fablevision

7 Water Row

Glasgow

G51 3UW

Tel: 0141 425 2020

Email: david@fablevision.org
Performing Buddies Needed!
Calling all wannabe actors, singers and stage hands! The Paisley Development Trust and Fablevision are looking for local people to become part of a new community theatre production which will tell Paisley’s story of World War Two -  in one of the biggest 60th Anniversary events in the West of Scotland.
The show is being managed by professional arts company Fablevision in partnership with The PDT - the team that created the hugely successful Glen Cinema Exhibition and commemorative Lantern Procession last year.

A public meeting is being held at the Wynd Centre on Wednesday the 12th of October at 7.30pm. Anyone from Renfrewshire is welcome to attend the meeting to learn more about plans to stage an outdoor commemorative production at an undisclosed site in Paisley in December this year.

Martyn Robertson, Creative Director of Fablevision said: “This is a truly unique opportunity for anyone who is interested in being part of a major production. No experience is necessary. To register your interest you must call Fablevision on 0141 425 2020 with your name and telephone number and come along to the public meeting to find out more.”

The production team are currently working to gather stories from local war veterans in Erskine Hospital in order to write the play. 

The play will follow the journey of two Paisley friends from 1939 to 1946, both of whom are affected by the war in different ways. It will focus on the kind of effects the war had on Paisley people.
The project has been funded by The Home Front Recall programme/The Big Lottery Fund and is part of the National 60th Anniversary of World War II events being held all over the world. 

Involving artists from different backgrounds including dance and photography, the team are working with war veterans and elderly people from the Paisley area. The production team are also hoping to involve young people at The Kibble Centre in the production.
Piero Pieraccini, Director of The Paisley Development Trust commented:
“The trust aims to create projects around Paisley that preserves local heritage utilising public space through cultural activities. The World War two production will allow local people to participate in a cultural project which will pay tribute to all the people who lived and died during the War in Renfrewshire.”
The team is looking for local people aged between 16 and 80 to take part in the performance, work with the stage management team or assist with rehearsals. No experience is necessary. Interested people need to be available for Paisley based rehearsals on a Wednesday evening and Sunday during the day from October until Christmas. 
The provisional date for the production is Saturday 17th of December.

The meeting is to be held on Wednesday 12th of October in The Wynd Centre, School Wynd, Paisley at 7.30pm. To register your name for the meeting please contact Fablevision on 0141 425 2020 or email info@fablevision.org
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The Trust grew out of the Paisley Development Association, which was formed in 1997. A group of like-minded local people got together to discuss, how, and what action was needed to take Paisley forward. Notable successes included the Paisley Thread Mill Museum which was formed through this early association. As was the Farmers market and numerous smaller events such as laying of a wreath at the site of the Red Cross Post bombing in Woodside. 

Members of the association included, Local sculptor Sandy Stoddart, Marcus Dean (the moving force behind the regeneration of the Anchor mills) Ellen Farmer, President of the Old Paisley Society and other interested people from the community, local businesses and traders in the town. 
The Trust’s biggest success to date has been The Glen Cinema Project which was the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the disaster that occurred in December 1929. The event brought the story of Paisley’s worst cinema disaster out of the past, into the present and received praise within Paisley and gained national media attention. 

The 'Development Trust Model' was adopted to take the regeneration of Paisley further. The Trust is a not for personal profit company limited by guarantee, giving the members more scope for increasing the trusts profile through fund applications and asset development. The trust is a member of the Development Trusts Association a U.K. wide group that has over 400 members.
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Fablevision was founded in 1984 in Glasgow, Scotland.

The company has always placed artists, people and learning at the core of its work.

Much of the work of the company has been in communities across Scotland but we have also delivered projects in South Africa. Northern Ireland, The Republic of Ireland, North America and India.

The artistic mission of the company is to:

Work creatively with people in Scotland and Internationally to invent and deliver projects which allow communities to tell and re-tell their stories using a variety of different art-forms.

Cultural Planning
All of our work is underpinned by a cultural planning methodology.

· Cultural planning is a cross-sectoral approach to sustainable community/city/rural development which puts people and culture at its core.

· Cultural planning is a process developed through a series of socially engaged creative projects.

· Cultural planning reaches right to the grass roots. It flourishes if supported by policies and resources from the top down.

· Cultural plans are developed at the grass roots and supported at local and national level by existing public, private and voluntary sector bodies in strategic partnerships.

Over the years many new models of practice have grown from Fablevision projects. Nineteen ninety, Glasgow City of Culture year was a watershed year for Fablevision. Projects like "Birds of Paradise" and "Ruchazie! Ruchazie!" set the pattern for the future development of the company as well as those spin-off projects, which were amongst the most sustainable long term legacies of that historic year.     

In 1999 Fablevision worked in partnership with the people of Royston to save the Townhead Spire one of the last remaining features of their much changed community. A project was created called the Royston Road project. The Royston Road project is an example of what can be achieved when artists work with people alongside a cross section of other agencies and organisations. 

Whilst continuing to produce ground breaking, cutting edge projects which impact on education, health, social inclusion, regeneration, interculturalism and the built environment, Fablevision is dedicated to partnership working. Over the last three years Fablevision has delivered one of the most innovative and exciting arts programmes in Scotland entitled Creative Communities. Creative Communities was based on cross sector partnerships. People have played the biggest part gaining confidence, community cohesion and a sense of achievement through involvement in these wide-ranging and innovative Fablevision projects.

2005 marks the 21st Anniversary for the company and an exciting time ahead. Fablevision is leading the way as an arts organisation which is which is focused on grass roots, socially engaged cultural processes. 
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